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| Will Not Forget 3ell

To Those who prayed for Japan

At 14:46 on March 11™, 2011, a tremendous earthquake and tsunami in Tohoku,
Japan caused devastating damage to the coastal area of the Pacific Ocean side,
resulting in the deaths of more than 15,000 people. Also, because of radioactive
pollution from the Fukushima No.1 nuclear power plant released following damage
caused by the tsunami, people who lived nearby were forced to evacuate. At that
time, foreign nationals left Japan either of their own accord or following evacuation
advisories issued by the embassies of their home countries’ governments.

In Sendai, where the Sendai International School of Japanese is located, a quake
of 6 on the Japanese intensity scale hit the city while its coastal area including the
port was devastated by the tsunami. Since both Sendai and Fukushima are located
in the Tohoku region, people had strong concerns about radioactive pollution despite
the fact that Sendai is about 100 km away from the Fukushima nuclear power plants.

After a month had passed since the earthquake, life had returned to normal since
the infrastructure was functioning again and we could shop and go to work or school.
Our school building suffered almost no damage, so our classrooms were available
for our students.  However, we started the new academic year in April with a
miserable atmosphere since harmful rumours had led more than half of the students
who had left Japan to decide not to come back, and led new students to cancel.

Under such circumstances, we changed our way of thinking and made up our
minds to do what we could do for the time being. We took on three activities this

year.
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The first one was volunteer activity. We cleared away the rubble and the mud in
the coastal area hit by the tsunami. We were speechless when we saw the area
devastated by the tsunami firsthand rather than on a TV or PC screen. We worked
hard with shovels together with other Japanese people. All our international
students told us that they had had a valuable experience which they would never
forget.

Secondly, we conducted more school events than usual. We enjoyed ourselves a
lot at many events such as cherry blossom viewing, sports events, festivals and hot
spring. It may sound imprudent in such crisis, but we tried to demonstrate the
safety of Sendai by putting photos of our events up on our school’s blog and
Facebook page. Things we say about the safety of the city are never as convincing as
photos of international students smiling as they eat rice cakes wrapped in oak leaves.

Thirdly, we decided to assemble-essays about the experiences of the earthquake
disaster by the international students. Forty international students wrote about their
circumstances and feelings when the earthquake and the tsunami took place in a
‘foreign’ country, namely Japan. Written in simple words, these essays explain
how they found the experience and the behaviour of Japanese people and why they
continue to study in Japan after that.

In Japan, media such as newspapers and magazines covered this collection of
essays several times, getting attention especially because they were written not in
students’ mother tongues but Japanese. However, we noticed that the Japanese
version was not enough to tell the whole world the details around that time and to
help them remember 3.11.

That is why we decided to translate some of the essays into English. The

collection includes essays by five international students of different nationalities and
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one essay by a Japanese instructor. We strongly believe that each of them is
moving beyond a language barrier.

After the earthquake disaster, we had a lot of support from rescue parties from
various countries and relief supplies delivered by them. Additionally,
heartwarming messages such as ‘PRAY FOR JAPAN’ on TV, newspapers and the
Internet comforted and cheered us a lot.

It has been a year. This time we would like to send this collection of essays
along with our appreciation to the entire world.

I would like to ask for your continued attention to our country. Thank you very

much.

March 11, 2012

editor in chief Kazuhiko, ENDO

Sendai International School of Japanese
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My First Tremendous Earthquake

Moon Junghyun (Korea)

On March 11", at the time of the earthquake | was on my way to an Internet café
after school. As I don’t have the Internet access at home, going to an Internet café is
one of my pleasures on weekends.

When | was walking along the road, the ground started to tremble all of sudden. I
had become used to earthquakes as | have been in Japan for two years. However, |
soon noticed that it was totally different from ones | had already experienced. |
started to run to the park which was 50 meters away from where | was. More and
more people started to evacuate from nearby buildings and came to the park. There
were 2,300 people who arrived in short period of time. Emergency bells were
ringing in the now-empty buildings. When the shaking stopped at last, | heard
sirens from the various direction and saw smoke behind the buildings as well.
There were some helicopters flying in the sky. And then it started to snow. So,
| found everything around me unbelievable. Maybe this is why I couldn’t tell what
really happened and what a tragic disaster took place at all.

After that, | went to a net café and saw the entire downtown had lost electricity.
When | got back home, luckily my house wasn’t seriously damaged. However, it
was chaotic inside and there was no electricity and water. | put some bottled water
and cup noodles into my bag and evacuated to the nearby Komatsushima
Elementary school. Until then, I mistakenly thought everything would haved
recovered by the next day.

However, after | read a newspaper the next morning, | soon learned | found how

naive | had been.
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I didn’t think people -hundreds of thousands of people- had been killed by the
earthquake at all. When | learned that , | was totally terrified. Aftershocks and
fear kept me sleepless until next day.

The next morning | went to the Korean consulate. | expected that the consulate
would provide bottled water or something while the evacuation center had nothing.
As was to be expected, there were some food and water in the consulate.
Furthermore, | washed my face for the first time in three days. | charged my
mobile phone and was able to contact my family and friends.

| became an interpreter for a news crew from a Korean broadcast station after |
happened to be interviewed by them at that time. Since that day, as their
interpreter, | visited various areas hit by the earthquake together with them.

The devastated areas were more tragic than | imagined. | finally learned what
the magnitude of the earthquake and the damage.

Among various sites | went to, the most impressive people for me were the
workers whom | met in a general hospital in Rikuzentakata. The first floor was
covered by mud because of the earthquake and Tsunami. While we were thinking
“no one can possibly still be in such a place”, we discovered signs of people on the
3" floor.  Surprisingly, there were about 160 elderly and bedridden patients in the
hospital; doctors and nurses hadn’t left them behind and were trying to take care of
them . As almost all of those 160 patients were immobile, hospital staff
desperately brought them to the 3™ floor to escape from the tsunami. With no
water, gas and electricity left, the hospital was unable to function as a hospital.
Above all, the biggest difficulties they faced was the shortage of necessary
medicines. Not only myself but also correspondents and a cameraman had tears in

our eyes as we witnessed that the hospital staff keeping hope alive and making their
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best effort to take care of their patients in such circumstances.

This was not the only place. People in the affected areas we visited kept their
hopes up and desperately tried to rebuild their lives under unimaginable
circumstances.

As human beings, we were helpless in the face of the natural disaster. However,
it was only human beings that could help each other to stand up again. 1 strongly
believe that Japan and the people of Sendai and all devastated areas will rebuild their
lives the way they were before the earthquake in time. These experiences made me
convinced of this.

| do hope I can be a part of assistance to help Sendai recover as soon as possible.
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My First Tremendous Earthquake

Cui Chunxiang (China)

| still clearly remember that | asked my teacher this question during class on the
morning on March 11™

“Sir, are the recent earthquakes signs of a bigger one in the near future?”

“I’'m not certain whether there will be bigger earthquakes taking place or not.
However, usually big earthquakes are followed by aftershocks.”

I was somehow relieved by the answer. This was because | kept notes of the
times of the earthquakes even though they were an intensity of 2 or 3 on the
Japanese scale in my notebook right after my arrival in Japan. I didn’t know those
small earthquakes in the past were not comparable to the Great East Japan
Earthquake at all. | can’t help really laughing at myself since I used to think I
would be killed by those small earthquakes. Now I know these ideas were entirely
ridiculous and stupid. Although | was totally scared by my first earthquake, I
gradually started to think they were not that scary.  However, as | thought a big
earthquake would hit Miyagi prefecture someday, my feeling of unease remained in
my mind whenever earthquakes took place.

In the afternoon on March 11", I went to my part-time job as usual. My place of
work was a curtain company which was close to the sea in the Gamo area. During
my shift, | felt the different kind of shaking under my feet. | got out of the office
room, saying “Earthquake!” and tightly held the wall next to the door. ~Although I
expected it to stop soon, bigger shakes started. So, | immediately looked around
whether there was something dangerous around me. Even though it was badly

shaking, others ran to my place because they thought my place was safer. A
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Japanese person next to me called her husband probably as she was worried about
him. There was already no electricity by then and telephone communication was
down. However, as a result of such tremendous quakes, the lockers and the ceiling
fell down. Due to the dust filled air, I had trouble breathing. Luckily, the quake
lasted a minute or so, so that it wasn’t bad.

Everyone went outside through the emergency door. When | thought everyone
was fine, something I didn’t expect happened. As a Japanese girl had injured her
left leg, and her sandal was covered with blood. Looking at her, | realized that the
earthquake had already taken place. Surprisingly, cell phone from AU could still
had reception. The manager called for an ambulance and the girl was hospitalized.

When we checked the number of workers, we found a trainee girl missing. She
came down about 10 minutes later, assisted by two people as she couldn’t walk by
herself. | talked to her later and learned that she was in the toilet alone and totally
horrified when the earthquake occurred. Moreover, she was totally upset by
finding the automatic exit door didn’t open and she couldn’t get out in hurry.

The quakes didn’t stop after the tremendous quakes took place. Our leader took
us to another building which was more earthquake-proof. Then, he suddenly said
“It is safer in this building. So, get inside quickly”. When we heard this, we
mumbled “We already thought we were going to die inside the building . Why do
we have to get in?”. Seeing an electric cable swung so widely that appeared to be
going to cut off at any time, | thought it was dangerous both inside and outside of
the building. Then, everyone was hesitant to go inside. It slipped my mind that |
was close to the sea at that time. 1 just thought I survived the earthquake. 1 could
hardly expect the Tsunami which was high enough to kill us later to rush in. As it

was the most tremendous earthquake in my life, | was entirely shocked and couldn’t
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decide what to do next. Our leader convinced us and succeeded in taking us to the
roof of the building.

Within less than 10 minutes, the Tsunami was rushing to our building with
making white bubbles from far way. Like toys houses and cars were swept away as
bark debris and refuse in a moment. | was stunned by the sites that held cozy
houses a minute ago vanished and left only pine trees. Tsunamis are really awful
as they take everything away in such a short period of time between its arrival and
leaving. | heard that the second and third wave are worse than the first one.
Luckily, the second and third wave went another way.

A Japanese woman who lived nearby was searching for her house, saying “I can’t
find my house. I can’t find my house,” with tearful expression. Another person
wiped her eyes in a corner probably because she worried about her family.

Nature gives human beings hope while at the same time it gives us
disappointment. No matter how human beings are strong, we are helpless against
natural disaster. Soon, the Tsunami started to ebb away. Then, the fire in houses
and factories sprang up here and there. It was like | was watching a blockbuster
epic. After we made sure that we were safe, we went down on the 2™ floor and
waited until Tsunami completely left.

As the earthquake took place during our working hour, everyone was wearing
only light clothing. As it began snowing, | felt incredibly cold. | was glad to be
able to warm myself with a big plastic bag.

The earthquake was followed by aftershocks. That was why we expected
Tsunami to rush in again and all we could do we was wait. Some factories
continued to burn all night long. | sometimes heard explosions.

The sky was beginning to lighten at around 5 am. Soon or later, the red sun
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started to rise from the East. It looked redder than usual. | felt like 1 had won.
On the other hand, | felt really sad deep in my heart because of the fact that the sun
will always rise after an earthquake and Tsunami but many thousands of dead people
will never see it again.

During the early hours surrounded by destruction, | started to see the Self Defense
Force members little by little after 7 am. With a closer look, I could tell that they
were carrying dead bodies covered by white clothes on stretchers. | was shocked!
We safely got out from the building around 9 am.

It was horrible outside. Dead fishes were scattered everywhere.  After | walked
for a while, | saw cans of beer and juice from the Kirin Brewery Company were
scattered everywhere. | felt like | was in the kingdom of beer.

Then, the Self Defense Force took us to a junior high school in Nakanosakae by
car. As | finally left the sea side, the feeling of fear and sadness lessened at the
bottom of my heart.

Song san and | walked from there to Sendai. | felt like taking a walk from the
hell to the heaven. This was because I wasn’t starving any more. [ stayed in an
evacuation center on the first day when | came back to Sendai. A rice ball which
was provided there was my first meal since the earthquake.

After that, going back home, | cooked and ate with my friends for a while. One
day later, Mr. Endo brought necessary things for the daily life such as gas, water,
food and so on. There was nothing | appreciated more than this. | was very
impressed and delighted that we were in the thoughts of our teachers during this
time.

Afterwards, | went back home temporarily. My parents strongly opposed me

returning to Japan, saying “we don’t allow you to go to Japan this time.” To be
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honest, it was our school’s blog that made up my mind of returning. | was
impressed by our teachers who were consistently working very hard, our teachers
who were always making their best for their students in the front line.

Additionally, | became sad, thinking that my resolution of working hard to make
my dream come true after finishing a Japanese language school would vanish along
with the earthquake. Losing my dream is like a bird with a clipped wing in sky.
The bird will fall down somewhere. So, | once again decided to come back to
Japan and make a good effort towards my resolution, not listening to my parents
who were in strong opposition. | hope Tohoku, Japan works as hard for their

resolution as | do.
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How Japanese People Behaved

Husain Alamri (Saudi Arabia)

Even before | came to Japan, | was aware that there are earthquakes in Japan and
that they frequently caused damage to the country. However, history showed that
the level of damage and loss of human life had never been high in Japan so I didn’t
pay very much attention to earthquakes because | thought no one was killed by them.
When I experienced an earthquake for the first time, [ wasn’t scared at all but found
it rather fun. As | increasingly got used to earthquakes, they became like sand
storms in Saudi Arabia.

When the tremendous earthquake we had been warned about in this region took
place, I couldn’t tell how big it was and thought it was the same size as those I had
already experienced. | was shocked when Japanese people around me were scared.
“Why? Isn’t this usual?” Later that day, I was stunned when my mother
called me and told me the death toll. “Were the earthquakes today that
tremendous?”  After the earthquakes, there were no electricity, water and gas. As
water and electricity became available again the next day, | accessed the Internet and
learned from the news about the tremendous damage caused by the earthquake. It
was unbelievable. Ten thousand were killed by the tsunami and another 10,000
went missing.

It was due to the high level of Japanese civil engineering work that no buildings
and bridges are destroyed by the earthquake, which is what made me think that the
earthquake was small. | had seen earthquakes destroy buildings and bridges and
kill a lot of people in other countries on the news since | could remember.

However, none of buildings and bridges were destroyed in Sendai and the tsunami
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didn’t reach where I live as it is far from the sea. So, I couldn’t tell the size of the
earthquake.

After the earthquake, while I couldn’t reach the network with my mobile phone, I
had access to the Internet and could post messages on Facebook to relieve my family
and friends in Saudi Arabia. Afterwards, my life was difficult as there was no
electricity and water all day long.  All foods were sold out in convenient stores and
supermarkets.  All restaurant were closed. | found it was good idea to buy food
for two weeks at a time. As | am optimistic, | thought that everything would
recover in a short period of time. 1 held onto those thoughts for a long time as
many people were concerned about the radiation. However, others were not
optimistic.  Since foreign embassies urged us to go back to our own countries,
foreigners started to leave Japan. Even though | didn’t want to go home, I had no
choice.

My most unforgettable memory is from two days after the earthquake. There
was no chaos; everyone formed a line. However, everyone bought more than they
needed. | bought twelve bottles of water from a vending machine once.

Sunday , two days after the earthquake, | was forced to go to Tokyo, then Saudi
Arabia. When | came back to Japan one month later, almost everything was back
to normal. | was surprised. That was due to the fact that Japanese people are very

hardworking.
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My First Tremendous Earthquake

Bhandari Madan (Nepal)

First of all, 1 hope that those affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake recover
as soon as possible.

The Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11", 2011 affected our daily lives as
international students who come to study in Japan as well as Japanese people.

The Tohoku district was destroyed not only by the earthquake but also the
Tsunami and this gave me valuable experience in understanding natural threats and
disasters.

When the earthquake occurred, | was at my part time job. Since | had never
experienced an earthquake before, 1 didn’t notice what was happening at first.
However, seeing Japanese people fleeing, | fled too. | finally noticed that there
were tremendous shakes when | got out. We gathered outside in a safe place
from falling debris and waited for the shakes to stop. But, the earthquake lasted for
the very long time. When the initial shakes stopped, we decided to get our
personal belongings from the lockers. As it was still dangerous, a few of us went
inside and carried out our belongings from the lockers. Then, we decided to go
home.

| usually take a train to get to work and get off the train at the 5" station from my
station to change to a bicycle. Although | went to the station by bicycle on that day,
| found the train was not running so | decided to ride home. When | was nearing
my home, | saw the Tsunami rushing towards me. The tsunami arrived at my feet
very rapidly and as | was stunned, | dropped my bicycle and ran away from the

surging water. Not knowing where to go, | walked around and popped into where
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people gathered. | clearly remember it was a very cold night. On the 4™ day, as |
happened to meet a Japanese acquaintance who lent me his bicycle so | could finally
go home.

As there were no essential utilities available at home, | had to go to a nearby
elementary school and a junior high school where there was an evacuation shelter.
Even though | already knew that there was little or no food available | stood in line
with others hoping to receive anything. Unfortunately, with the shortages the
distribution finished before it was my turn.  Even though I received nothing, | was
cheered by the smiling faces around.

| had lost my phone and was worried about being not able to contact my family.
Being worried did nothing to help that I wasn’t able to communicate with them. 4
days later | was able to use my friend’s phone to contact my family. My family
was concerned and asked me to return home because of the radioactivity spreading
after Tsunami. | did not want to return home and decided to stay. It has been
nearly 2 years since | came to Japan and I can only think of all the teachers and my
friends who have helped me. | am saddened at the thought of leaving them in this
situation without staying to help. | have decided to stay in Japan after the disaster
and will do my best to help restore order and return everyday life to the same as

before the earthquake working alongside the Japanese, my friends and teachers.
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My First Tremendous Earthquake

Villamil Lopez Domingo Edgar (Mexico)

| am a student at the Sendai International School of Japanese. | am a Mexican.
This year the greatest earthquake took place in Japanese history. | was very scared.
| was in the school at 14:46 on March 11". | heard something shaking. My class
heard something trembling. Immediately the tremendous earthquake started.

Everyone quickly hid under their desk. Women began crying. We held each
other. The earthquake did not stop. All of us were very worried. Our teachers
ordered us to quickly get out. We started running down the stairs.

| was very surprised outside.  There were a lot of people. Everyone used their
mobile phones. | thought of my family and friends. We stayed in a park for about
an hour, waiting for further instruction. Afterwards, our principal said “You are
going home now. Please pay attention to for further earthquakes.”

I went home with Victor, who lives with me. It snowed a lot around 4 o’clock.
| was stunned. On my way back, | saw a lot of cars abandoned. A lot of people
were forced to walk long distances. Everyone appeared to be anxious. | thought
“What would you like to do now? Would you like me to help you with
something?”

When | went home, | was very sad. A lot of things were broken. | found that
my room messy. The biggest issue was the children in the La Salle Home. We
had to ensure their safety.

It was impossible to use any communication networks. Having no electricity, we
were not able to talk on mobiles.  As the traffic was busy, it was chaos.

Sendai looked miserable at night. With no electricity, we lit candles. | heard
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ambulance siren continually. There were a lot of helicopters flying around.
Earthquakes took place every 20 minutes. | wanted to rest but it was impossible.
Early next morning, | bought a lot of food and beverages. There were no public
services such as gas, water and electricity available at home. My life became very
difficult.

| received a phone call 11:30 this day. It was from a famous Mexican TV
company. | was surprised. They said “Can we interview you now?”. |
answered “Yes, no problem”. Then, the interview started. | was not at all nervous.
Although the people of Mexico worried about us in Japan, | wanted to share good
news. | wanted the people of Mexico not to worry too much.

That night | could access the Internet with my mobile. “Wonderful! Great!”
| could listen to my interview on the web. | received a lot of emails. As everyone
worried about me, they wrote a lot of comments. Their comments come from the
hearts. | was delighted very much. Of course my family contacted me. So, |
thanked God. As | was fine, | did not need anything special. Although I cannot
forget that night, | could learn a lot things and teachings.

It was a terrible experience but | was impressed by the Japanese. Truly, the
Japanese people came together well. They are still making great efforts. Japan is
working like a team.

When | was a child, | loved Japanese culture. Now | would like to express my
respect to Japan. To express my respect, as | am not good at the Japanese language
| work in other ways. Therefore, I’'m now doing volunteer work. | worked in a
varieties of fields. | cleaned, gave food and beverage. | went to some places such
as Ishinomaki, Shiogama and lwanuma.

I want to say on TV “You are not alone. Let’s work all together. Japan is a
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team”. I pray for Japan.
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What We Can Do Now

Toshihiko, SETO (Japan)
Full-time instructor at the Sendai International School of Japanese

At 14:46 on March 11", preparing for my next lesson in the staff room, I felt a
tremendous quake and immediately left my desk. Shortly after, a whiteboard fell
down onto where | was sitting while textbooks fell from the shelves one by one.
There were tens of students and several instructors crouching in the corridor.
Miyagi prefecture is the region which was expected to more than likely to be hit by a
large earthquake in the near future, so at once | realized it finally had happened.
The quake was so strong that for some reason | could not help laughing. Moreover,
the quake lasted a very long time. When the lights went off in the corridor and a
small orange emergency light came on, | prepared myself for uncertainty.
Although news report said the earthquake measured a lower 6 on the Japanese
intensity scale in Aoba-ward, Sendai where the Sendai International School of
Japanese is located, | believe that the quake was far worse and intense we felt in our
school, which is on the 7 floor of the building.

After the main quake stopped, we evacuated our students to the park in front of
our school. Not being able to communicate on our mobiles, we had no information
at all. However, as we were prepared for the worst possible scenario we may
encounter, we ran to a nearby convenience store and bought some food.

There were a lot of people in the shop with the lights off. The shop had already
run out of lunch boxes, rice balls and bread. However, there were still some
confectionaries and bottled water left. A clerk had only a calculator to check out

and it made the work harder. When we distributed the confectionaries and drinks
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back in the park, some students did not understood that the provisions were meant to
last and should be rationed and mistakenly finished them.

About an hour later, there were still aftershocks which were grate enough to sway
roadside trees. However, our principal told the students to head home and return at
9 am on Monday, 14th. 1 usually take a train to go to work, but I had to walk back
this day. It was snowing. In the city, traffic lights were off and the windows from
all the buildings had shattered and the broken glass was everywhere. The
pavement had cracked and heaved from the quake and caused fissures and ridges in
the road. After | walked about an hour, | saw a TV station which had light. As |
entered, |1 saw a TV in the lobby and it was airing shots of the sea. With a close
look | figured out where it was, the screen had “Live at Sendai Airport” in the
upper left. It took a while to understand what it meant. There were graphics and
maps showing the all of the islands of Japan fringed with red and yellow signifying
a warning about a massive Tsunami. | finally understood the magnitude of the
situation. It easily exceeded the worst possible scenarios that we thought of when
we evacuated to the park. | walked another hour in shock arriving home in the
dark. Inside my house, there was no place to step the floor was covered in rubble.
| entered into my room carefully with my shoes on, only having the light of my
mobile phone. | quickly realized that it was impossible to live there.

The elementary school became an evacuation center and filled with a lot of people.
However, | luckily managed to find some space for myself near the door of the
library room. The noise of the sliding door behind me made a rattling noise that
was similar to the sound of rumbling before earthquakes began and | was scared
every time someone used the door to see whether their family and friends were safe.

The radio updated us with reports of the damage in the coastal area. Having no
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images, | was scared by the phrases such as “the number of dead and missing is
many” “we have not obtained the full scale of the earthquake devastation”. Only
having my business suit on without any warm cloths, | trembled with coldness and
fear and ended up not sleeping almost all night. A half of banana and a handful of
snacks were the only food which was distributed the next morning. However, |
was extremely grateful for that, moreover | had to be in line for 2 hours in order to
charge my mobile for 10 minutes; | could not reach my family and friends in
Ishinomaki. In the end I stayed in this evacuation center for 3 days.

On Monday 14™, I headed by bike for the park in front of my school where we
promised to see each other again. There were more students than | expected. It
was difficult even for us Japanese. So, | cannot imagine how hard and tough it was
for them as international students. | still remember that | found them
compassionate and resilient as they concerned for me. Luckily, we were able to
find out the situation of all but a few students.

On Tuesday 15", as one of the students appeared to be in Ishinomaki and |
could not contact my family, another teacher and | drove to Isninomaki. Being
located in the coastal area of Miyagi prefecture, the media was reporting
“devastating casualty” at that time. Even though 5 days had already passed, not all
the water had receded from Ishinomaki. So, it was difficult to drive. ~ We had to
park our car in a convenience store parking lot from which the sea water had already
receded. We started to walk towards my parents’ house, where we hoped to gain
information.  The first floor had been damaged by the tsunami but passable. |
found my family there. My father told me where the evacuation centers were and
also the flooded areas so that we headed for the town where the student may be by

bicycle. The smell in the air was a mixture of sea water and oil. The air was full
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of the sound of sirens and helicopters. | will never forget these sounds, smells and
the view of total destruction of my hometown. Finally, we almost reached the area
of town the student may be in. However, the sea water and mud prevented us
going any further and we had to give up.

On Wednesday 16", one of the missing students popped into our school. We
also found out the condition of others and that of a student in Ishinomaki. It took 6
days after the earthquake to make sure all members of the Sendai International
School of Japanese were all right.

After the 14™, a lot of students left Sendai. It was understandable as nearly all
infrastructure stopped working and we could buy just enough food at that time.
Remaining were 20-30 students including those graduating in March. The
graduating ceremony had been cancelled due to the earthquake but we decided to
conduct a ceremony anyway, even though it was different than usual. With
laughter and tears, the ceremony was moving although it was held in a small class
room with few in attendance. | believe everyone there for the briefest of times
forgot the devastation and difficulties of the disaster.

More than half a year has passed since then and we have managed to support to
our students since the earthquake, with a small graduation ceremony and with fewer
students since classes restarted in April and we are putting information in our
school’s blog. Looking back the over the last 6 months, we have been making
efforts to do what we can do now as a school in a difficult situation. These essays
written about experiences of students after the disaster were assembled to express
our feelings and struggles. At the same time as our students suffered and endured
we staff also were earthquake victims. We strongly believe that returning to life

the same as before the earthquake is the best message to send all that we are strong
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as a city and school.

As a Japanese language school in the area devastated by the earthquake, we were
interviewed many times, especially because our students were involved with
volunteer work. On October, 2011, a lot of students returned to our school and
began studies. At the same time, a number of students chose to move away and
other students who were scheduled to enroll in April cancelled. Additionally, after
the earthquake, the number of students who want to enroll in school drastically
declined. This situation was out of our hands and there was nothing we could do to
change it. However, we continue to support our students as a Japanese language
school. Showing the world that we are committed to supporting our students and
growing as a school is important to us. We believe that our way forward is to show

our hard work to return to a better place is through our students.
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